
Farming
realistic
option
at ponds
BYWILLIAM VALLELY

AN ENVIRONMENTAL
audit of the Woodvale evap-
oration ponds has found the
land could be reused for ag-
riculture over time, despite
the presence of toxic materi-
als like arsenic.

The audit, completed by
an Environmental Protec-
tion Authority appointed
company, included soil, air
and water sampling at the
ponds, which were histori-
cally used as a site to store
water pumped from mine
workings.

Woodvale residents have
long-standing environmen-
tal concerns with the site,
some of which were partial-
ly addressed in the report,
which found that ground-
water, although considered
contaminated, was not a risk
if managed correctly.

“It is noted that arsenic
has not been reported in the
groundwater at appreciable
concentrations, which in-
dicates that arsenic is likely
being adsorbed in the clay

liners and shallow sediments
beneath the WEPC,” the re-
port read.

The audit does however
raise concerns with poten-
tially toxic dust at the site.

Soil at the ponds is said to
contain salt and arsenic, ac-
cording to the audit.

“Observations from my
site inspection that there are
significant areas of exposed
earth/salt which are liable

to dust generation during
windy conditions and review
of the available dust data
for this audit indicate that
dust accessions are such
that there is the potential for
off-site risks to arise in the
absence of effectivemanage-
ment,” the report read.

The audit also noted the
risk to foraging animals at
the site, which requires “an
ecological risk assessment
to determine the level of risk,
and also to determine an ap-
propriate ecological-based
clean up criterion for the re-
habilitation of the site”.

The auditor assessed the
rehabilitation plan for the

ponds, which is a require-
ment of a work plan held by
mining license holder GBM
Gold.

Broadly speaking, the
auditor was confident in the
rehabilitation plan and its
capacity to reduce environ-
mental risks at the site, but
was wary of a proposal to
irrigate crops for agricultural
production at the site.

“It is imperative that the
need to irrigate is weighed
up against the risk associat-
ed with the mobilisation of
any residual contaminants
that remain following reme-
diation and subsequent risks
to groundwater,” the report
read. The audit, which ac-
knowledged the limitations
and gaps in its data, suggest-
ed the ponds, with correct
management, can be re-
turned to use for agriculture.

Page 1 of 1

01 Aug 2018
Bendigo Advertiser, Bendigo VIC

Author: William Vallely • Section: General News • Article Type: News Item
Audience : 7,509 • Page: 3 • Printed size: 230.00cm² • Market: VIC • Country: Australia
words: 371 • Item ID: 989185962

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.


